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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN, OPENING SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
ITALIAN ASSOCIATION'S NEW PREMISES, ADELAIDE. 21/4/72 
YOUR EXCELLENCY, YOUR GRACE, MY PARLIAMENTARY COLLEAGUES, 
MR. FLOREANI, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN; 
I WAS PLEASED AND HONOURED TO HAVE BEEN ASKED TO PERFORM TODAY'S 
OPENING CEREMONY IN ASSOCIATION WITH DR. CANALI. IT REPRESENTS 
THE CULMINATION OF YEARS OF DEDICATED WORK BY MEMBERS OF OUR 
STATE'S ITALIAN COMMUNITY. INITIAL WORK BEGAN IN THE 1930s 
AND THIS PRESENT PROJECT HAD ITS BEGINNINGS MORE THAN 20 YEARS 
AGO WHEN LAND WAS PURCHASED FOR THE FIRST BUILDING OF THE THEN 
ITALIAN CATHOLIC ASSOCIATION WHICH LATER BECAME THE ITALIAN 
CENTRE. NOW THESE LATEST ADDITIONS HAVE MADE WHAT WAS ALREADY 
ONE OF THE BEST ORGANISATIONS IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA INTO ONE OF 
THE BEST CLUBS IN AUSTRALIA. 
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IT'S ONLY FITTING THAT THIS SHOULD BE SO, BECAUSE, OF COURSE, 
THE ITALIAN COMMUNITY HAS MADE - AND CONTINUES TO MAKE - A 
MOST DISTINGUISHED CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. THIS TRADITION WAS FIRMLY LAID DOWN BY THE EARLIEST 
MIGRANTS AND GATHERED MOMENTUM WITH THE INFLUX OF ITALIAN 
NEWCOMERS FROM THE LATE FORTIES ONWARDS. THE THOUSANDS OF 
ITALIANS WHO CHOSE TO MAKE A NEW HOME AND NEW LIFE HERE HAVE 
NOT ONLY HAD A PROFOUND IMPACT ON OUR MATERIAL AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT, THEY HAVE ENRICHED OUR NATIVE CULTURE AND WAY OF 
LIFE. ITALIAN MIGRANTS, AS WITH OUR OTHER MIGRANT GROUPS, 
HAVE BEEN A GREAT CIVILISING INFLUENCE IN AUSTRALIA. THE 
CONTACT WITH THE MAJOR, AGE-OLD CULTURAL TRADITIONS OF NON-
BRITISH EUROPEAN COUNTRIES HAS BEEN OF LASTING BENEFIT TO US. 
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AND WHEN I SAY THIS I'M NOT TALKING SOLELY ABOUT THE WAY IN 
WHICH OUR CUISINE' AND OUR PALATES HAVE BEEN IMPROVED - THOUGH 
I'D BE. THE LAST TO UNDERESTIMATE THE JOYS OF ITALIAN COOKING. 
I AM THINKING HERE OF THE IMPACT THAT THE ITALIAN CONCERN FOR 
EXCELLENCE HAS HAD ON A WIDE RANGE OF OUR PRODUCTS. IN SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA ITSELF, ITALIAN SKILLS AND ENTERPRISE HAVE MADE A 
MAJOR CONTRIBUTION TO FURNITURE DESIGN, DRESS FASHIONS AND IN 
INTRODUCING NEW QUALITY BUILDING TECHNIQUES. 
EQUALLY IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTIONS HAVE BEEN MADE BY FIRST OR 
SECOND GENERATION ITALIANS TO OUR' WINE AND CRAFT INDUSTRIES. 
IT IS A SHAME THAT, WHILE ALL OF US ENJOY THE FRUITS OF THESE 
ACTIVITIES, WE DON'T ALWAYS GIVE PROPER RECOGNITION TO THEIR 
DISTINCTIVELY ITALIAN COMPONENT. 
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SIR',, THESE'' NEW PREMISES WILL' NOT ONLY PROVIDE MEMBERS-' OF YOUR 
ASSOCIATION, THEIR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS WITH ELEG'ANT AND' 
COMFORTABLE- SURROUNDINGS- IN WHICH TO RELAX TOGETHER, BUT THEY 
ALSO PROVIDE A FOCUS FOR RECOGNITION OF THAT ACHIEVEMENT.. THE 
ITALIAN COMMUNITY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA CAN, JUSTLY, BE PROUD 
OF WHAT ITS MEMBERS HAVE ACHIEVED HERE. IT SHOULD BE PROUD, 
TOO, OF THE WAY IN WHICH ITS MEMBERS HAVE MOST SUCCESSFULLY-
INTEGRATED INTO SOUTH AUSTRALIAN LIFE WHILE STILL' RETAINING 
THEIR. OWN IDENTITY AND PRIDE IN THEIR ORIGINS.-
THE. SOUTH. AUSTRALIAN-ITALIAN ASSOCIATION, IN THE WORK IT HAS 
DONE IN THE SOCIAL, CULTURAL AND WELFARE FIELDS, HAS PLAYED' 
A LEADING. PART IN FOSTERING BOTH HARMONIOUS AUSTRALIAN-ITALIAN 
RELATIONSHIPS AND THIS COMMUNITY SPIRIT. 
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THIS IS REFLECTED NOT ONLY IN THE ACTIVE WAY IN WHICH THE 
ASSOCIATION'S EXECUTIVE AND MEMBERS PROMOTE KNOWLEDGE OF ITALY 
IN AUSTRALIA BUT ALSO IN THE FACT THAT YOUR CONSTITUTION MAKES 
SPECIFIC PROVISION FOR ONE-FIFTH OF YOUR MEMBERSHIP TO BE MADE 
UP OF NON-ITALIANS. I'M SURE THAT THESE PREMISES WILL PROVE 
A GREAT SUCCESS AND THAT THOSE WHO USE THEM WILL DERIVE MUCH 
PLEASURE FROM THEM. I CONGRATULATE ALL THOSE INVOLVED IN 
THEIR DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION, AND IT.NOW GIVES ME VERY REAL 
PLEASURE TO JOIN DR. CANALI IN OPENING THEM OFFICIALLY. 
THANK YOU. 
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